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. . SYSTEM OP GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION 
IN THE MARKETING OF GRAINS 

Argentina 

1. Since 1956 for maize and 1959 for wheat, a system of minimum prices, has been 
in effect in Argentina for each cereal and Government intervention occurs only when 
prices in domestic markets reach the minimum levels fixed. 

2. The criterion for fixing these prices is based on estimated production costs 
and the implicit aim is not to afford an incentive, but to avoid loss or damage to 
the producer. The only exception is the price fixed for wheat in the 196-3̂ 64 crop 
year which was increased in respect to costs in order to restore production. This 
measure was decided upon because bf smaller harvests in the preceding years, as a 
result of persistent drought, which made it necessary to limit exports. 

5. Prices are established for goods delivered on wagon at the port. The producer 
receives only 70 per cent of the selling price in cash and the balance at later 
dates. 

4. With the exception of the 1963/64 and 1964/65 wheat crop years, the Government 
has acquired only insignificant quantities of grains since the years mentioned in 
paragraph 1 above. Intervention in the above-mentioned crop years was largely due 
to a shortage of funds for marketing and, consequently, the amounts acquired, 
mainly in the months immediately following the harvest, served to alleviate pressure 
of supply in international markets. 

5« In Argentina there are no indirect subsidies to cereals production, such 
as those on fertilizers or insecticides or of any other kind. 
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W H E A T (1) DURUM - GRADE 1 - 80 Kg./Hl. 

1963/64 

6 ,048,000 

8,120,000 

: 1,340 

60 

1964/65 

5,700,000 

9,150,000 

l,6oo 

70 

Crop year 1962/63 

Area sown (hectares) 4,610,000 

Production (metric tons) 5,020,000 

Yield (kg. per hectare) 1,080 

Percentage acquired by the Government 7 

Price per 100 kg. at farm in bulk 558 (41.33) 718-778 (52,79-57.20) 639 (41.22) 

Costs from farm to port per 100 kg. in bulk 92 (6.80) 102-102 (7«.60- 7.60) l4l (9.10) 

Minimum Government price: 100 kg. in bulk ' 820-880 (60,30-64.70) 780 (50.30) 
on wagon at port ' v ^ ' ' u ^ ' 

Costs of unloading; elevating, storage , . , 
and loading 25-10 (l'70) 2 5 - 6 0) 

F.o.b. value, bulk at Argentine ports 843 J.0-903.10(62-66.40)805 (51,90) 

(l) Areas and production include Durum wheat, 1962/63 crop year, price: 
f.o.b value: 

1963/64 crop year, price: 850 (52.50) 
f.o.b. value 873-10 (64.20) 

No change in other values. 1964/65 crop year corresponds to bread wheat. 

Note: Prices shown in parentheses are in United States dollars per metric ton. 



MfVIZE COLORADO (FLINT) 

Crop year 1962/63 

Area sown (hectares) 3,420,000 

Production (metric tons) 4,360,000 

Yield (kg: per hectare) 1,275 

Percentage acquired by the Government 

Price per 100 kg. at farm in bulk 

Costs from farm to port per 100 kg: in bulk 

Kinimum Government price: 100 kg. in bulk on 

wagon at port 48o (35.-) 

Costs of unloading; elevating, storage and loading 

I.o.b. value, bulk at Argentine ports 

1963/64 

3,778,000 

5,350,000 

1,584 

0.08 

600 (43.80) 

1964/65 

3,68o,oOO 

4,980,000 

1,353 

600 (35.10) 

Note> The prices shown in parentheses are in United States dollars per metric ton. 
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B A R L E Y 

1962/63 

1,183,000 

545,000 

309 

' 2.5* 

1963/64 

1,073,000 

1,020,000 

951 

4.7* 

1964/65 

910,000 

810,000 

890 
-

Crop year 

Area sown (hectares) 

Production'(metric tons) 

Yield (kg: per hectare) 

Percentage acquired by the Government 

Price per 100 kg. at farm in bulk 

Costs from farm to port per 100 kg: in bulk 

Minimum Government price: 100 kg. in bulk 
on wagon at port 420 (31.10) 550 (40.40) 550 (35.50) 

Costs of unloading; elevating, storage 
and loading 

P.o.b. value, bulk at Argentine ports 

Note: The prices shown in parentheses are in United States dollars per metric ton. 


